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Program	  Purpose	  
 
The Bachelor of Arts in Music provides a broad, liberal arts education with a focus on the skills of music. Because 
the Bachelor of Arts in Music includes 27 credits outside of music, plus flexible musical electives, it can be adapted 
to serve various purposes. Elective music classes beyond those required enable students to design this degree as a 
preparation for graduate music studies or other music careers, such as performance, studio teaching, music-media 
projects, arts management, music journalism, music retail, or music therapy. Bachelor of Arts students must meet all 
music department and university admission requirements, including a performance audition. The B.A. can also be 
used as a pre-professional degree for business, medicine, law, or library science. 
 
Curricular	  Structure	  
 
Students in the BA program complete the Foundations program common to all bachelors programs. In addition, they 
complete the core music classes common to all music degrees, including a minimum of 4 semesters of applied 
lessons. Additional electives in music based on the focus of the degree round out the music credits. This major also 
allows the student 27 elective credits outside of music to develop knowledge and/or skills in one or more areas 
appropriate to their individual needs and interests. (NASM VII.D.3.a.3) 
 
Expected	  Learning	  Outcomes	  
 
Institutional Outcomes: 

 
Students will:  

1. Strengthen their lives spiritually, enlarge their intellectual and musical experience, prepare for a 
specific career in music, as well as prepare for lifelong learning and service. (University Mission 
Statement) 

Department Outcomes: 

Students in all programs will:  

1. Demonstrate mastery of the core processes, elements, form, structures and styles of music 
(theory/analysis, composition/improvisation, aural skills, piano skills, music history). (NASM 
VII.D.2.a.1-3; NASM VII.D.3.a.4-5) 

2. Demonstrate an understanding of the repertory in the major area of study, and the ability to perform a 
cross-section of that repertory. (NASM VII.D.2.a.4; VII.D.3.a.1) 

3. Develop the ability to work in collaboration on matters of musical interpretation, including rehearsal 
and conducting skills. (NASM VII.D.3.a.1-2)  

4. Perform individually and in ensemble (in at least one major performance area) with technical skills that 
produce artistic expression. (NASM VII.D.3.a.1) 

5. Understand how specific technologies serve the student’s chosen field of music. (NASM VII.D.3.a.3) 
6. Understand the nature of professional work in music, including career development skills, teaching 

skills, and concert attendance. (NASM VII.D.3.a.3) 
7. Synthesize musical learning by actively thinking, speaking, and writing clearly and effectively about 

musical ideas and defending their views. (NASM VII.D.3.a.3) 

Program Specific Outcomes: 

Students in this degree program will:  

1. Develop significant complementary knowledge or skills in one or two fields outside of music as 
planned in conjunction with the Performing & Visual Arts advising office. (NASM VII.D.3.a.3) 



	  

Evidence	  of	  Learning	  
 
Direct Measures 
By its very nature, the evaluation of artistic endeavors is subjective, as components such as musicality, creativity 
and originality are difficult to quantify and measure.  Traditional tools for evaluation are used in classroom settings, 
such as examinations and quizzes, term papers and projects, and the comprehensive senior recital paper. Evaluation 
of musical performance takes place continuously as part of the weekly private lesson and large ensemble rehearsal, 
as well as the jury presented at the end of each semester.  

The table below details the assignment of outcomes to specific courses in the Department of Music, primary and 
secondary coverage of outcomes, and assessment methods employed: 

Department Outcomes Assessment 

Outcome Primary Coverage Secondary Coverage Assessment Methods 

D 1. Demonstrate mastery of the 
core processes, elements, form, 
structures and styles of music 
(theory/analysis, 
composition/improvisation, aural 
skills, piano skills, music history). 
(NASM VII.D.2.a.1-3; NASM 
VII.D.3.a.4-5) 

MUS 171, 172, 173, 212, 213 

MUS 102, 301, 302, 303 

MUS 256 

 

 

 

MUS 160, 161, 260, 261, 360, 
361, 460, 462 

written tests, performance tests 

written tests, papers, presentations 

performance tests 

jury examinations 

D 2. Demonstrate an 
understanding of the repertory in 
the major area of study, and the 
ability to perform a cross-section 
of that repertory. (NASM 
VII.D.2.a.4; VII.D.3.a.1)  

MUS 160, 161, 260, 261  

Performance Ensembles 

MUS 102, 301, 302, 303 

jury examinations 

pass-offs, performances 

written tests, papers, presentations 

D 3. Develop the ability to work 
in collaboration on matters of 
musical interpretation, including 
rehearsal and conducting skills. 
(NASM VII.D.3.a.1-2)  

Performance ensembles 

MUS 149, 308 

 

 

performances 

performance tests 

D 4.Perform individually and in 
ensemble (in at least one major 
performance area) with technical 
skills that produce artistic 
expression. (NASM VII.D.3.a.1)  

Performance ensembles 

MUS 160, 161, 260, 261 

 performances 

jury examinations 

D 5. Understand how specific 
technologies serve the student’s 
chosen field of music. (NASM 
VII.D.3.a.3)  

MUS 209 

 

 projects, presentations 

D 6. Understand the nature of 
professional work in music, 
including career development 
skills, teaching skills, and concert 
attendance. (NASM VII.D.3.a.3) 

  

MUS 149  

MUS 155, 160, 161, 260, 261 

 

 

paper, presentations 

concert attendance requirement, 
master class participation 

D 7. Synthesize musical learning 
by actively thinking, speaking, 
and writing clearly and effectively 
about musical ideas and 
defending their views. (NASM 
VII.D.3.a.3) 

 

MUS 102, 301, 302, 303  

MUS 160, 161, 260, 261 

papers 

jury examinations 



Program Specific Outcomes 

Outcome Primary Coverage Secondary Coverage Assessment Methods 

P 8. Develop significant 
complementary knowledge or 
skills in one or more fields 
outside of music as planned in 
conjunction with Department of 
Music faculty advisor and the 
Academic Discovery Center. 
(NASM VII.D.3.a.3) 

Non-music electives 

MUS 149 

 Academic Discovery Center-
Graduation Plan 

Grad Plan Assignment 

 

Review Process 

Department of Music faculty regularly review results of assessments in area meetings (Keyboard, String, 
Choral/Vocal, Woodwind, Brass, Percussion). Each area is represented on the Department of Music Curriculum and 
Standards Committee. The Curriculum and Standards Committee reviews information from each area and makes 
recommendations for changes and adjustments to department and area specific curricula to be reviewed by the full 
faculty.  

Indirect Measures 
Indirect evaluations include reviewing the following information: 

• Alumni Questionnaire  
• Senior Survey  
• Feedback from colleagues outside of BYU-Idaho 
• Student evaluations  
• Student focus groups  

 
Learning and Teaching Assessment and Improvement 
 
Professional Development 
 Funding for discipline specific-dept. and college level 
 Campus resources for teaching and learning 
Evaluation 
 CFS process 
 Peer observation and evaluation 
 Student evaluations 
Program review 
 Annual in conjunction with catalog publication 
 Periodic NASM review 
 Student Evaluations 
 Senior Survey 
 Alumni Questionnaire 
 Student Focus Groups 


